ASH WEDNESDAY

Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent in the Western Christian calendar. Occurring 46 days
before Easter, it is a moveable fast that can fall as early as February 4 and as late as March
10.
According to the canonical gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke;
Jesus spent 40 days fasting in the desert, where he endured
temptation by Satan. Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of
this 40-day liturgical period of prayer and fasting or abstinence.
Of the 46 days until Easter, six are Sundays. As the Christian
sabbath, Sundays are not included in the fasting period and are
instead "feast" days during Lent.

March 5, 2014
6:00 am Liturgy of the Word
(distribution of ashes)
12:00 pm Liturgy of the Word
(distribution of ashes)
4:30 pm Mass
(distribution of ashes)
7:00 pm Mass
(distribution of ashes)

LENTEN PENANCE
SERVICE
April 10, 2014
7:00 pm in the Church

FRIDAYS DURING
LENT
(March 7th—April 11th)
STATIONS OF THE
CROSS
7:00 pm in the Church

Ash Wednesday
derives its name from the practice of
placing ashes on the foreheads of
adherents as a celebration and reminder
of human mortality, and as a sign of
mourning and repentance to God. The
ashes used are typically gathered from the
burning of the palms from the previous
year's Palm Sunday.
Although generally seen as a Catholic
practice, as it was mostly abandoned by
Protestants except for Anglicans after the
Protestant Reformation, it has become
increasingly common in much of
Christianity, now being observed by many
Lutherans and Methodists in addition to
Catholics and Anglicans.
Source: http://www.catholic.org/clife/lent/ashwed.php

Knights of Columbus
Fish Fry
6 pm - 8:30 pm
in Carmel Hall
$9 Adults / $4 children 12 yrs
and under
LIVING STATIONS OF
THE CROSS
April 18, 2014
12:00 pm in the Church

“For you are dust, and to
dust you
shall
return.”

SEE BACK FOR HOLY
WEEK SCHEDULE

-Genesis 3:19

Who is that group that leaves
Mass after the homily?
This year St. Edith Stein is
blessed to have the largest
group of Candidates and
Catechumens in our parish
history for the Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults
(RCIA). We have 32 children
and 30 adults who are seeking to become fully
initiated into the Catholic Faith. Each Sunday
they gather at 9 am to celebrate Mass, and
then are dismissed as a group after the Homily
to begin their instruction. They start their class
each week with a session called “Breaking
Open of the Word”. During this time, the
classes are divided up into two groups
(children and adults) and they are led through
an hour long reflection and discussion of the
day’s scripture readings. Next, they begin their
formal lessons, which cover the teachings and
precepts of our Catholic Faith. All of this is in
preparation for the Easter Vigil Mass where
they will receive the Sacraments of Initiation
and become full members of the Catholic Faith.
These classes and discussions are led by
wonderful parishioners who give so selflessly of
their time and talents and we couldn’t do it
without them.

In Lent, the baptized are called to renew their
baptismal commitment as others prepare to be
baptized through the Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults, a period of learning and discernment
for individuals who have declared their desire
to become Catholics.
The three traditional pillars of Lenten
observance are PRAYER, FASTING and
ALMSGIVING. The Church asks us to
surrender ourselves to prayer and to the
reading of Scripture, to fasting and to giving
alms. The fasting that all do together on
Fridays is but a sign of the daily Lenten
discipline of individuals and households: fasting
for certain periods of time, fasting from certain
foods, but also fasting from other things and
activities. Likewise, the giving of alms is some
effort to share this world equally—not only
through the distribution of money, but through
the sharing of our time and talents.
The key to fruitful observance of these
practices is to recognize their link to baptismal
renewal. We are called not just to abstain from sin during
Lent, but to true conversion of our hearts and minds as
followers of Christ. We recall those waters in which we were
baptized into Christ's death, died to sin and evil, and began
new life in Christ.
Source: http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-resources/lent

Q. Why do we say that there are forty days of
Lent? When you count all the days from Ash
Wednesday through Holy Saturday, there are
46.
A. It might be more accurate to say that there is
the "forty day fast within Lent." Historically, Lent
has varied from a week to three weeks to the
present configuration of 46 days. The forty day
fast, however, has been more stable. The Sundays
of Lent are certainly part of the Time of Lent, but
they are not prescribed days of fast and
abstinence.
Q. I understand that Catholics ages 18 to 59
should fast on Ash Wednesday and on Good
Friday, but what exactly are the rules for
these fasts?
A. Fasting on these days means we can have only
one full, meatless meal. Some food can be taken
at the other regular meal times if necessary, but

combined they should be less than a full
meal. Liquids are allowed at any time, but no solid
food should be consumed between meals.
Q. I've noticed that restaurants and grocery
stores advertise specials on expensive types
of fish and seafood on Fridays during
Lent.
Some of my Catholic friends take
advantage of these deals, but somehow I
don't feel right treating myself to the lobster
special on Fridays during Lent.
A. While fish, lobster and other shellfish are not
considered meat and can be consumed on days of
abstinence, indulging in the lavish buffet at your
favorite seafood place sort of misses the
point. Abstaining from meat and other indulgences
during Lent is a penitential practice. On the Fridays
of Lent, we remember the sacrifice of Christ on
Good Friday and unite ourselves with that sacrifice
through abstinence and prayer.
Q. Are there exemptions other than for age
from the requirement to fast on Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday?

Father Ryszard and visiting priests will offer the Sacrament of
Reconciliation in different languages after a short prayer service.
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A. Those that are excused from fast and abstinence
outside the age limits include the physically or
mentally ill including individuals suffering from
chronic illnesses such as diabetes. Also excluded
are pregnant or nursing women. In all cases,
common sense should prevail, and ill persons should
not further jeopardize their health by fasting.

PRAYER:
“When you PRAY, do not be like the hypocrites, who love to stand and
pray in the synagogues and on street corners so that others may see them.
Amen, I say to you, they have received their reward. But when you pray, go
to your inner room, close the door, and pray to your Father in secret. And
your Father who sees in secret will repay you. In praying, do not babble
like the pagans, who think that they will be heard because of their many
words. Do not be like them. Your Father knows what you need before you
ask him.” Matthew 6: 5-8

FASTING:
“When you FAST, anoint your head and wash your face, so that you may
not appear to be fasting, except to your Father who is hidden. And your
Father who sees what is hidden will repay you.” -Matthew 6:16-18

ALMSGIVING:
“When you give ALMS, do not blow a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets to win the praise of others. Amen, I say to you, they
have received their reward. But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know
what your right is doing, so that your almsgiving may be secret. And your Father who
sees in secret will repay you.” -Matthew 6: 2-4

Meditating on the Stations of the Cross is
a common practice during lent. Each
year, the High School Adolescents of St.
Edith Stein lead the parish in a meditation
of the Living Stations of the Cross on Good
Friday. This meditation helps in having a
better understanding of the greatness of
God’s love for us as well as gaining a
deeper understanding of Easter.

April 18th @ Noon
St. Edith Stein Catholic Church
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Preparation for this meditation by the
High School Adolescents includes several
rehearsals and most importantly, prayer.
In return this meditation helps our parish
in its preparation for Easter. Everyone is
welcome. Hope to see you there!!

Featuring Father Robert Barron’s Study Program:

The word "Catholic" is derived from a Greek word,
Katholikos, originally meaning universal. In the early
days of the Church, many Roman citizens referred to
this new upstart religion that followed the "Ways" of
Jesus Christ as being Catholic--it was universal
throughout the empire--meaning that members of this
new religion could be found almost anywhere
throughout the empire. As time went on, this particular
word began to be recognized and used in describing this
new religion. Among members, of course, the word had
a much more significant and broader meaning than just
geographical consideration. It was understood also to
describe the very nature of the Church, in that it was
universally for everyone. There was no exclusion
according to nationality, race, economic or social status.
It is for all the people of God.

Learn more about what Catholics believe and why.
Father Barron’s study program allows us to gain a deeper
understanding of the Catholic Faith through the use of
the “art, architecture, literature, music and all the
treasures of the Catholic tradition to illuminate the
timeless teachings of the Church.”
Café Edith meets most Wednesdays in Carmel Hall with
both an EARLY and LATE session. The EARLY session
meets from 5:30 - 6:55pm (before 7 pm Mass) and the
LATE session meets from 7:35-9pm (after Mass). Child

Care is available during both sessions.
If you have any questions regarding these exciting study
programs, please contact Jenny McConnell at:

281281-492492-7500 or Jenny@stedithstein.org

The word "Catholic" was and is also applied to the
teaching and the faith of the Church and in this sense, it
means what is believed by the whole Church. It is
universally united in its worship, in what it teaches.
There are no divisions or branches within its
membership.
And finally, the word "Catholic" has also come to be
used to describe individual Christians who profess belief
in the Church's universal teachings and practices.
Source: http://live.lcdiocese.org/why-catholic/90-what-does-the-wordcatholic-mean.html

Explaining Our Faith
wrong
Q. When someone says that Catholics are
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ADULT CONFIRMATION
Are you an adult (18 or over) that has not received the
Sacrament of Confirmation? If so, please contact
Jenny McConnell at jenny@stedithstein.org
jenny@stedithstein.org for
additional information or to register for classes starting:

Sunday, April 27, 2014 @ 10 am
There are eight classes followed by the Rite of
Confirmation at Pentecost.

Source: The Catholic Faith Handbook for Youth
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Our Boy Scouts have been very busy! They recently
finished an Eagle Scout Project adding a second level to
our church shed. Thanks to the help of our Knights of
Columbus Council with through their contacts, were able to provide the materials required to
complete this excellent addition to the shed. This project has helped our maintenance
department by providing much needed storage space.
The Boy Scouts are busy with other Eagle Projects such as a school supply/back pack project,
barricades for the KISD Livestock Show & Rodeo, and shelves for a band hall. The Boy Scouts
also participate in Webelos Woods, helping younger scouts, Road Cleanup on Morton Road, help
with the Parish Festival, and concessions for our parish Bingo night, among others.
Also, both our St. Edith Stein Boy Scouts & Girl Scouts celebrated Scout Sunday on Sunday,
February 9th at the 9 am Mass. If you would like more information about Boy or Girl Scouts,
please contact one of the leaders below:
Janie Carrejo
jvcarrejo@yahoo.com
713-906-1112
Brownie Girl Scout Troop 17630
Junior Girl Scout Troop 17470

Angela Uriarte
Angeluriarte@yahoo.com
909-838-6522
Girl Scout Troop 17242
Cadette 7th grade

Brian Norwood
bknor@yahoo.com
281-788-5757
Boy Scout Troop 1001

Boy Scout Multi-Family Garage Sale
Troop 1001 is currently accepting donations for their Multi-Family Garage Sale to be held:

Saturday, April 26, 2014
@ St. Edith Stein
Please contact Will Kopf at 832-627-0962 or email: troop1001bsa@gmail.com for more information.

We Serve One Another Through Love!
As you look around the community of St. Edith Stein Catholic Church, you see a
community that serves and welcomes each other through the great love of our
Lord! This spirit of service started here almost 15 years ago and it is still alive
and thriving today thanks to you! And just like at the beginning of a new school
year when students and teachers re-commit themselves to the importance of
education, it is our time as a church family, to re-commit to the ministries that
keep St. Edith Stein alive and moving forward. During the month of May we will
have an opportunity to prayerfully reflect on our call to serve one another in love,
through ministry.
During the weekend of May 10-11, we will be providing Ministry (Time and
Talent) Commitment Cards to discern how we are called to: a) continue to serve in a ministry, b) begin serving in a ministry,
or c) stop serving in a ministry. Over the May 3-4 weekend at each Mass, we will have an opportunity to listen to members of
our parish share how their stewardship of ministry is a blessing in their lives. As a community of faith we will then be invited at
each Mass on May 17-18 to turn in our completed Ministry Commitment Cards.
The ministries of our church parish excel when our bodies, hearts and minds are committed to service. We are the heart, hands
and feet of Christ through the various ministries at St. Edith Stein. Romans 12:6 says, “We all have different gifts, according to
the grace given to each of us”. What that means is that our strengths and talents are not all the same. Each of us, with our
unique gifts, is needed in our church community to make it a place where Christ is shared and experienced.
God, in His plan for our church parish, knows what our gifts are and asks us to use them to build up His Kingdom here on Earth!
We read in Romans 10:15, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” Serving in our church parish is ‘bringing
the Good News’ of Christ to another person. That ‘Good News’ is in the form of educating a child, cooking a meal, being a
prayer warrior, staffing a parish retreat, and so much more! Your gifts are unique and your gifts are needed!
In preparation for our Month of Stewardship in May, please pray and discern where God is calling you to serve in His Church.
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Do you want to contribute on a weekly basis, but forget your
checkbook when rushing off to Mass?
Do you want to give regularly but find that you are out of town a
lot?
Do you pay all of your bills on the computer and wish you could
do the same for your church donation?
It is possible for you to have your donation to St. Edith Stein taken
directly out of your bank account or charged to your credit card on
a recurring basis. If you're interested, please go to
www.StEdithStein.org\MyDonation to print out the authorization
form and return it to the office. Please make a copy for your own
records and mark the envelope "Attn: Janet Fite." We will mail you
a copy of your request. Need to make changes? Simply call the
office and we will take care of your requests.

Our Capital Campaign has been in progress for over 1.5
years. Our Campaign, to reduce debt, has been supported
by many families in the parish which has allowed us to pay
down a substantial amount of debt.
Update of Campaign’s progress
Capital Campaign Pledged over 3 years:

$ 1,767,625

Loan Balance December 31, 2012:

$ 4,138,203

Loan Balance on January 31, 2014:

$ 3,321,588

For more information, contact the Parish Administrator,
Janet Fite, at (281-492-7500) or email jf@stedithstein.org.

It is very nice to receive gifts. We like to receive gifts because they are nice. It is a little bit more
difficult when we need to offer something for someone else. It is also very nice to give something to
another person or to offer up our help. But to offer ourselves, our own person, our life and skills, it is a
treasure. We Christians for a long time offer to the Lord our children at the day of their Baptism, and
then we offer ourselves again at the day of our First Communion, Confirmation, on the day of Marriage
or Ordination. It is very important to look at our offering or our sacrifice through the prism of the Feast
of the Presentation of the Lord. Mary and Joseph presented Jesus in the Temple of Jerusalem forty
days after his birth to complete the rituals that were prescribed in the Law of Moses. Part of the ritual
was to give a sacrifice to God. We read in the gospel of Luke 2:22-40, that Mary and Joseph gave a sacrifice of “a pair
of turtledoves”. As Leviticus 12:8 states, that was a an option for poor people who could not afford to sacrifice a lamb. On
Sunday February 2, 2014, we had our annual Diocesan Service Fund (DSF) appeal in every parish of our Archdiocese. It is
an annual collection to raise money to fund those ministries and services here at St. Edith Stein and throughout the
Archdiocese.
The theme of our DSF appeal is: “You will be enriched in every way for great generosity.” It is a direct quote from
2 Corinthians 9:11. This annual appeal provides funding for essential ministries and programs that serve the religious,
spiritual and human needs of thousands of people from every parish. Catechetical programs, hospital and prison ministries,
programs for the aging and youth and many more are made possible by the annual DSF appeal. The campaign ends
December 31, 2014.
Our goal this year is $129,000. I know that it is an extra sacrifice for all of us since we are in the 20th month of the 36
month “Celebrate our Foundation …Continue His Vision” Capital Campaign.” It is really great to notice that we have passed
the half-way point of our capital campaign and I am really thankful for all of you to claim ownership of this parish and
respond to our financial needs. I am asking you for more sacrifice in support of our DSF appeal. It is very nice to participate
in Daniel Cardinal DiNardo’s efforts to respond to the needs of the people who are less fortunate than us. It is a great thing
to see people smile whose life could be changed because of our support. It is a sacrifice to God and a gift of any size
counts. It is like Mary and Joseph who were not able to afford to sacrifice a lamb for the presentation of Jesus so they
sacrificed a “pair of turtledoves.” Our registered parishioners should have received a letter from Daniel Cardinal DiNardo
along with a personalized pledge card. You may also give on-line at www.archgh.org/dsf. Please be sure that your
donation is registered under St. Edith Stein (#7729).
Please remember that “You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity”.

-Father Ryszard Kulma
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ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC CHURCH

12th Annual Gala
Le Gran Mardi Gras Ball

Saturday, March 1, 2014
7 p.m. to Midnight

Fry Road MUD Building
20111 Saums Road, Katy

Live Auction, Casino , Prize Drawings and Cash Bar
$35 Ticket Includes:
DINNER from the French Corner with Tea, Coffee, Dessert
PHOTO BOOTH— free photo
DANCING - until midnight

LOOK FOR A LIST OF AUCTION ITEMS COMING SOON!
Must be 21 or over to attend.
BLACK TIE OPTIONAL
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Holy Week & Easter Schedule
March 5, 2014: Ash Wednesday
6:00 am
Liturgy of the Word (distribution of ashes)
12:00 pm
Liturgy of the Word (distribution of ashes)
4:30 pm
Mass (distribution of ashes)
7:00 pm
Mass (distribution of ashes)
Fridays during Lent: Stations of the Cross
7:00 pm
Stations of the Cross
6:00 - 8:30 pm Lenten Fish Fry
April 10, 2014
Communal Penance Service at 7:00 pm
April 17, 2014: Holy Thursday
7:00 pm
Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Adoration after Mass until Midnight
April 18, 2014: Good Friday
12:00 pm
Living Stations of the Cross
4:00 pm
Divine Mercy Prayer
7:00 pm
Veneration of the Cross w/ Communion
April 19, 2014: Holy Saturday
10:30 am
Blessing of Easter Baskets
8:30 pm
Easter Vigil Mass

St. Edith Stein Catholic Church
3311 N. Fry Rd.
Katy, Texas 77449
Ph: 281.492.7500
www.stedithstein.org

April 20, 2014: Easter Sunday
6:30 am
Easter Mass at Sunrise
9:00 am
Easter Sunday Mass
11:30 am
Easter Sunday Mass
(No 6:00 pm Mass)
April 21, 2014: Easter Monday
8:30 am
Easter Monday Mass

Other Important Dates . . .
May 10, 2014
First Eucharist Celebration at 10:00 am & 2:00 pm
May 18, 2014
Senior High Confirmation at 6:00 pm
June 8, 2014:
Pentecost Sunday
Parish Offices Will Be Closed:
April 18th and 21st

