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 Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of our Lenten Journey towards the     
glorious celebration of Jesus’ resurrection. Our greatest hope is that we will all 
start anew today as the body of Christ. We want to encourage everyone in the  
parish to make this Lent life changing. Whether it has been a week, a month or a 
decade since you’ve been to Mass, we would like to welcome you home and     
encourage you to refresh your faith by participating in the many opportunities our 
parish offers for spiritual growth. 
  

 As we challenge ourselves to dig deeper into the Word of God, a good place to 
start is reading the story about the Samaritan woman whom Jesus meets at the 

well (John 4: 4-42). Jesus tells her “If you knew the gift of God and who is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you 
would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” The Samaritan woman doesn’t understand     
Jesus’ words but He goes on to explain that He is giving her the only kind of water that can bring her complete    
fulfillment. She is transformed by this encounter and she leaves her water jug behind, rushing off to proclaim her 
experience to her neighbors, inviting them to see for themselves.  No matter who we are, we all thirst for fulfillment. 
We often try to satisfy ourselves with things that make us feel successful and happy but we know that we can’t 
make those feelings last. Only Jesus offers the water of life that will lead us to eternity. 
  

 We’ve provided the Lenten Sunday Gospel readings below to encourage reading ahead each week. We also 
urge you to learn more about Formed, a new way to access free Catholic movies and documentaries. Opportunities 
you might want to experience in the parish include our Friday night Stations of the Cross and our Knights of        
Columbus Fish Fry. Our Senior High Youth will present the Living Stations of the Cross on Good Friday at noon. 
Our Lenten Penance Service will be on March 30th, with many priests available. We wish you a prayerful,           
refreshing Lenten Season at St. Edith Stein.  
 

See you in Church.  

Fr. Ryszard Kulma 

Do you ever scroll through hundreds of channels 

on your TV looking for something wholesome,   
entertaining and educational to watch but can’t find 
anything? You are not alone. There is something 
better out there! 
  

We have access to FREE Catholic content on a 

website called FORMED. The Catholic Faith. On Demand.  All you have 
to do is go to formed.org and register by using our parish code CC74Z4. 
 

Just a few of the movies and documentary titles that are available now: 
 

 Catholicism: Journey Around the World and Deep into the Faith 

 The Truth Expose: Our Journeys to Rome 
 Restless Heart 
 The Secret of Saint Therese 
 The Bible and the Virgin Mary 
 Beloved: Finding Happiness in Marriage 

 

Check it out! Resources in Spanish are also available. 



 There are many religious pilgrimages such as those to the 
Holy Land that visit many of the sites read about in the bible or 
Marian Pilgrimages visiting different sites where Our Lady has           
appeared.  Regardless of where the religious pilgrimage takes 
you physically, it is also a spiritual journey providing an          
opportunity to enter more deeply into our faith through our desire 
to know God more.  This Lenten season we invite you to join us 
on a pilgrimage as well.   

 Each year during Lent, our parish follows in the tradition of 
the Catholic Church with the pilgrimage of the Via Crucis, or 
Way of the Cross. Known more commonly as the Stations of the 

Cross, it is a Catholic devotion commemorating the last day of Jesus Christ on Earth as a man. We begin each Friday in Lent at 
7:00 p.m. in the church in prayer. Our journey begins with the first of fourteen stations- 
when Jesus is condemned to death. As we make our way on our pilgrimage, each station 
offers an image of that specific event of His last day for us to reflect upon. This allows us 
the opportunity to enter into the moment, into the suffering of our Lord, keeping in mind the 
Cross we are called to bear as well.  As a community, we also recite prayers together and 
sing as we move from station to station.  As we walk through our pilgrimage there are 
times at which we stand and others at which we will kneel.  Some of the faithful, who    
cannot do such during this pilgrimage, are invited to stay in their pews and follow the    
journey from there.  Remember, in a pilgrimage, it is the spiritual journey that supersedes 
the physical one. 

 While the Stations of the Cross are a           
pilgrimage that recalls the great suffering        
endured by our Lord, for our sake, it is also a     
reminder of the great love and obedience of our 
Lord as well.  We recall the sacrifice He made so 
we may have new life, shown to us directly 
through His resurrection.  

 This Lenten season join us each Friday for this pilgrimage. You won’t have to pack 
your bags to go very far and it won’t cost you any travel fare.  However, when we enter 
into this spiritual journey, investing ourselves fully into the experience, and allowing   
ourselves to be open to whatever the Spirit may have in store for us, we will find that 
we truly came a long way from where we started.  We are refreshed in the hope of a 
newly resurrected life that calls us to act upon the will of God in our life. 

 You are also invited to join the parish community in breaking bread together 
through our Annual Lenten Fish Fry hosted by our local Knights of Columbus Council #12955.  While our Lenten journey is a 
time for individual reflection and spiritual growth, it is also a time for the Church, the people, to gather and share in the Lenten 
experience as a community.   

“O, Our Jesus, guide us from the 

Cross to the resurrection and 

teach us that evil shall not have 

the last word, but love, mercy 

and forgiveness. O Christ, help 

us to exclaim again: ‘Yesterday I 

was crucified with Christ; today 

I am glorified with 

Him. Yesterday I died with Him, 

today I live with Him. Yesterday 

I was buried with Him, today I 

am raised with Him’”.”  

 
Pope Francis,  

Good Friday, April 18, 2014  



When we go to reconciliation with an honest, open heart, we 
experience the peace and beauty of a sacrament through 
which we are reconciled to God, ourselves and our neighbors.  
In effort to encourage us to make the most of our spiritual   
journey during Lent, Father Ryszard answers several          
frequently asked questions about the Parish Penance Service. 
 
Q: What do you want us to know about the Sacrament of   
Confession? 
 
A: Please don’t be afraid or ashamed to confess your sins. All 
priests are bound by the “Seal of Confession” and cannot    
reveal your sins to anyone else. If that seal is broken, the 
priest would be severely punished with automatic                
excommunication from the Catholic Church and that could only 
be lifted by the Pope. 
 
When celebrating the Sacrament of Penance, the priest is   
acting “in the person of Christ.” Please feel free to sincerely 
confess all of your sins, knowing that God is everywhere and 
knows everything.  
 
Q: What is the best way to prepare the Sacrament of         
Reconciliation? 
 
A: The best way to prepare is to spend time in prayer,         
especially before you examine your conscience. We need to       
remember that our pride may hold us back from being truthful 
about our sins. It can keep us from being reconciled when we 
need it the most. 
 

 
Q: Do I have to memorize the Act of Contrition? 
 
A: If you don’t remember it, don’t worry. You can read it out of 
the worship aid, which will be available. The most important 
thing is to acknowledge that we feel remorse for the sins we 
have committed and promise to improve in the future. You are 
welcome to use your own words or recite the Act of Contrition. 
It’s up to you. 
 
Q: It has been so long since I’ve been to Reconciliation. I don’t 
remember what to say or do? 
 
A: The priest will help you in every way possible and he will try 
to put you at ease. Together, you and the priest will make the 
Sign of the Cross. You may then begin your confession with 
these or similar words: “Bless me Father, for I have sinned. It 
has been (give days, months or years) since my last           
confession. After you’ve confessed your sins, you will ask for 
forgiveness and the priest will give you your penance, which is 
usually a prayer, an act of mercy or charity. He will also     
counsel you as needed before absolving you of your sins. 
Please feel comfortable asking the priest for help. They are 
there to guide you, always. 
 
Q: How do I make the most out of my time with the Priest 
when I feel rushed because there are so many people waiting 
in line behind me? 
 
A: The key to a good confession is preparation and patience. It 
is common for people to take their notes with them so they can 
easily recall their sins and ask questions. Remember we are 
all in this together as a community and we will stay until the 
last confession is heard. When you are waiting in line, it is a 
perfect time to continue to examine your conscience, pray for 
those around you and ask for the Lord’s guidance.  

What To Expect … 
 Twice a year, during Lent & Advent, our church offers an           
opportunity for spiritual growth- a Prayer and Penance Service. If 
you’ve never been before, we want to encourage you to come this year 
on March 30

th
 at 7pm. 

 
 When you arrive, you will notice a diagram that shows you where 
the priests will be stationed in different areas throughout the church for 

individual reconciliation. This diagram also tells you which language each priest speaks. This helps you know where to sit for 
the service, so you can go directly to the desired station. 
 
 The prayer service beforehand is designed to give you the time necessary to clear your mind from the day’s events and 
refocus so that you might thoroughly examine your conscience.  After this prayer time, an introduction of the visiting priests will 
be made and they will go to their designated areas and promptly begin individual reconciliations.  
 
 The lines can be long at times, and we want to remind you that this is a positive sign. We ask for your patience as you 
await your turn with the Priest. There will be soft music playing in the background in an effort to ensure your privacy; for the 
same reason, we ask that you keep your distance from the person who is ahead of you with the Priest. 
 

 If you can’t make it at exactly 7 pm, not to worry. It is okay to arrive a little late if you need to. Priests will stay until         

everyone receives the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 



Fridays during Lent: 
Stations of the Cross 
7:00 pm Stations of the Cross  
6:00 pm   Lenten Fish Fry  
(Before & After Stations of the Cross) 
 
March 30, 2017 
7:00 pm Penance Service  
 
April 13, 2017: Holy Thursday 
7:00 pm  Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
Adoration after Mass until Midnight  
 
April 14, 2017: Good Friday 
12:00 pm  Living Stations of the Cross  
  3:00 pm  Divine Mercy Prayer 
  7:00 pm Veneration of the Cross w/ Communion 
 

 

 
 
 
April 15, 2017: Holy Saturday 
10:30 am Blessing of Food Baskets 
  8:30 pm Easter Vigil Mass 
 
April 16, 2017: Easter Sunday 
  6:30 am  Easter Mass at Sunrise 
  9:00 am Easter Sunday Mass 
11:30 am  Easter Sunday Mass 
 (No 6:00 pm Mass) 
 
April 17, 2017: Easter Monday 
 8:30 am  Easter Monday Mass 
 
June 4, 2017: Pentecost Sunday 

 
Parish Offices Will Be Closed: 
           April 14th-17th 

 We are so happy to have so many of you with us for Ash Wednesday. We want to take this opportunity to  

invite you to become more actively involved here at St. Edith Stein. There is no better time than Lent to make a 

decision to renew and refresh your faith. Catholics who have left the church and then chosen to come back home 

have made the following statements and we would like to share them with you. 

 

“I realized I was never really fulfilled.” 

 

“If I reconnected with God, how would my life change?” 

 

“I sometimes wonder...Is there something more? 

 

“It took me many years to discover that success, fame, money and all the pleasures of the world were not going 

to fulfill me.” 

 

“God in my life is the difference between being occasionally happy and finding lasting joy.” 
 

 If you are wondering where to start, we would love for you to contact one of our staff members in the office 

who would be more than happy to assist you. You can learn more about us at our website, but our real desire is 

for you to join us during the weekend Mass to experience the wonderful community of St. Edith Stein Catholic 

Church. Our Mass times are Saturdays at 6 pm and Sundays at 9 am, 11 am and 6 pm. 


